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Abstract

The minimum rank of a simple graph G is the smallest possible rank over all symmetric real
matrices A whose nonzero off-diagonal entries correspond to the edges of G. Using the zero forcing
number, we prove that the minimum rank of the butterfly network is 1

9

[
(3r + 1)2r+1 − 2(−1)r

]
and

that this is equal to the rank of its adjacency matrix.

1 Introduction

Let F be a field, and denote by Sn(F ) the set of symmetric n× n matrices over F . For a simple graph
G(V,E) with vertex set V = {1, . . . , n}, let S(F,G) be the set of matrices in Sn(F ) whose non-zero
off-diagonal entries correspond to edges of G, i.e.,

S(F,G) = {A ∈ Sn(F ) : i 6= j =⇒ (ij ∈ E(G) ⇐⇒ aij 6= 0)}.

The minimum F -rank of a graph G is defined as the minimum rank over all matrices A in S(F,G):

mrF (G) = min {rank(A) : A ∈ S(F,G)} .

If the index F is omitted then it is understood that F = R. The minimum rank problem for a graph
G is to determine mr(G) (and more generally, mrF (G)), and has been studied intensively for more than
ten years, see [9, 10] for surveys of known results and an extensive bibliography.
The concept of zero-forcing was introduced by the AIM Minimum Rank – Special Graphs Work Group
in [1] as a tool to bound the minimum rank of a graph G. For a two-coloring of the vertex set V
consider the following color-change rule: a red vertex is converted to blue if it is the only red neighbor
of some blue vertex. A vertex set S ⊆ V is called zero-forcing if, starting with the vertices in S blue
and the vertices in the complement V \ S red, all the vertices can be converted to blue by repeatedly
applying the color-change rule. The minimum cardinality of a zero-forcing set for the graph G is called
the zero-forcing number of G, denoted by Z(G). Since its introduction the zero-forcing number has been
studied for its own sake as an interesting graph invariant [2, 3, 5, 6, 17]. In [14], the propagation time
of a graph is introduced as the number of steps it takes for a zero forcing set to turn the entire graph
blue. Relations between the metric dimension and the zero forcing number for certain graph classes are
established in [7, 8]. Physicists have independently studied the zero forcing parameter, referring to it as
the graph infection number, in conjunction with the control of quantum systems [18].
The link between the zero forcing number and the minimum rank problem is established by the obser-
vation that for a zero-forcing set S and a matrix A ∈ S(F,G), the rows of A that correspond to the
vertices in V \ S must be linearly independent, so rank(A) > n− |S|, and consequently

mrF (G) > n− Z(G). (1)

Based on this insight, the authors of [1] determined mr(G) for various graph classes and established
equality in (1), independent of the field F , in many cases. In [15], the same is proved for block-clique
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graphs and unit interval graphs. Recently, the zero forcing number of cartesian products of cycles was
established by constructing a matrix in S(F,G) with the required rank [4]. The American Institute for
Mathematics maintains the minimum rank graph catalog [13] in order to collect known results about the
minimum rank problem for various graph classes.
In this paper, we determine the minimum rank for the butterfly network which is an important and
well known interconnection network architecture [16]. Section 2 contains some notation and a precise
statement of our main result. In Section 3 we prove an upper bound for the zero-forcing number of the
butterfly network by an explicit construction of the corresponding zero forcing set S. By (1) this implies
a lower bound for the minimum rank of the butterfly network, and in Section 3 we establish that this
bound is tight by showing that the rows of the adjacency matrix corresponding to the vertices in in the
complement of the zero-forcing set span the row space of the adjacency matrix of the butterfly network
(over any field F ).

2 Notation and main result

Let G = (V,E) be a finite simple graph. For a vertex v ∈ V , the open neighborhood of v is the set
N(v) = {u : uv ∈ E(G)} and the closed neighborhood of v is the set N [v] = N(v) ∪ {v}. We denote by
In the n× n identity matrix, and we use I for In when the order n is clear from the context.

For a positive integer r, the butterfly network BF(r) =
(
V (r), E(r)

)
has vertex set V (r) = V

(r)
0 ∪ V (r)

1 ∪
· · · ∪ V (r)

r and edge set E(r) = E
(r)
1 ∪ E(r)

2 ∪ · · · ∪ E(r)
r , where

V
(r)
i = {(x, i) : x ∈ {0, 1}r} for i = 0, 1, . . . , r,

E
(r)
i = {{(x, i− 1), (y, i)} : x ∈ {0, 1}r, y ∈ {x,x + ei}} for i = 1, 2, . . . , r.

Here addition is modulo 2, and ei is the binary vector of length r with a one in position i and zeros in
all other components. For convenience, we identify the binary vector x = (x1, . . . , xr) ∈ {0, 1}r with the
number

∑r
i=1 xi2

i−1. Using this identification the butterfly network BF(4) is shown in Figure 1. Our

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
0

1

2

3

4

Figure 1: The butterfly network BF(4).

main result is the following theorem.

Theorem 1. The minimum rank of the butterfly network BF(r) over any field F equals

mrF (BF(r)) =
2

9
[(3r + 1)2r − (−1)r] ,

and this is equal to the rank of the adjacency matrix of BF(r). Furthermore, for the butterfly network
we have equality in (1), i.e.,

Z (BF(r)) = (r + 1)2r −mrF (BF(r)) =
1

9
[(3r + 7)2r + 2(−1)r] .
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3 The upper bound for Z(BF(r))

Let (Jn) denote the Jacobsthal sequence1 which is defined by J0 = 0, J1 = 1 and Jn = Jn−1 + 2Jn−2 for
n > 2. We will need the following relation which follows immediately from the definition:

Jn+2 = 2n + Jn for every integer n > 0. (2)

For every r, we define a set S(r) = S
(r)
0 ∪ S(r)

1 ∪ · · · ∪ S(r)
r by

S
(r)
i =

{
(x, i) : 2i+1` 6 x 6 2i+1`+ Ji+1 − 1 for some `

}
for i = 0, 1, . . . , r − 1

S(r)
r = {(x, i) : 0 6 x 6 Jr+1 − 1} .

For r = 4 this is illustrated in Figure 2. Solving the recurrence relation for the numbers Jn, we find a

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
0

1

2

3

4

Figure 2: The set S(4) indicated by squares.

closed form expression for the size of the set S(r).

Lemma 1. We have
∣∣∣S(r)

∣∣∣ = Jr+1 +

r∑
i=1

2r−iJi =
1

9
[(3r + 7)2r + 2(−1)r].

Next we want to verify that S(r) is a zero forcing set for BF(r). For this purpose we set X0 = S(r) and
define a sequence X1, X2, . . . , X2r of vertex sets by

Xk = Xk−1 ∪ {(x, r − k) : {(x, r − k)} = N(v) \Xk−1 for some v = (y, r − k + 1) ∈ Xk−1} (3)

Xr+k = Xr+k−1 ∪ {(x, k) : {(x, k)} = N(v) \Xr+k−1 for some v = (y, k − 1) ∈ Xr+k−1} (4)

for k = 1, . . . , r. After applying the color-change rule to the coloring with Xk−1 blue and V \Xk−1, all
the vertices in Xk are blue and therefore it is sufficient to prove that X2r = V (r).

Lemma 2. For k ∈ {0, 1, . . . , r}, Xk = Xk(0) ∪Xk(1) ∪ · · · ∪Xk(r) with

Xk(i) = S
(r)
i for i ∈ {0, 1, . . . , r − k} ∪ {r}

Xk(i) =
{

(x, i) : 2ik 6 x 6 2ik + Ji+1 − 1 for some `
}

for i ∈ {r − k + 1, . . . , r − 1}.

Proof. We proceed by induction on k. For k = 0, there is nothing to do since X0 = S(r) = S
(r)
0 ∪· · ·∪S

(r)
r .

Let k > 1 and set i = r − k. By (3), we have Xk(j) = Xk−1(j) for all j 6= i. By induction, this implies

Xk(j) = S
(r)
j for j ∈ {0, 1, . . . , r − k − 1} ∪ {r}

Xk(j) =
{

(x, i) : 2jk 6 x 6 2jk + Ji+1 − 1 for some `
}

for j ∈ {r − k + 1, . . . , r − 1},
1OEIS:A001045
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and it remains to be shown that

Xk(i) =
{

(x, i) : 2i` 6 x 6 2i`+ Ji+1 − 1 for some `
}
. (5)

Let (x, i) be an arbitrary element of the RHS of (5). If 2i+1` 6 x 6 2i+1`+ Ji+1 − 1 for some integer `
then (x, i) ∈ X0 ⊆ Xk. Otherwise

2i+1`+ 2i 6 x 6 2i+1`+ 2i + Ji+1 − 1

for some integer `. By induction, the vertex (y, i+ 1) with y = x− 2i is in Xk−1 because

2i+1` 6 y 6 2i+1`+ Ji+1 − 1 6 2i+1`+ Ji+2 − 1.

Let ` = 2`′ + ε with ε ∈ {0, 1}. The neighbourhood of (y, i+ 1) is

N((y, i+ 1)) =

{
{(y, i), (x, i)} if k = 1,

{(y, i), (x, i), (y, i+ 2), (y + (−1)ε2i+1, i+ 2)} if k > 1.

Now (y, i) ∈ X0 ⊆ Xk−1, and for k = 1 that’s all we need. Using 2, we have

2i+2`′ = 2i+1(`− ε) 6 2i+1` 6 y 6 2i+1`+ Ji+1 − 1 = 2i+2`′ + 2i+1ε+ Ji+1 − 1 6 2i+2`′ + Ji+3 − 1,

and therefore (y, i+ 2) ∈ Xk−1. Similarly,

2i+2`′ = 2i+1`+ (−1)ε2i+1 6 y + (−1)ε2i+1 6 2i+2`′ + 2i+1 + Ji+1 − 1 6 2i+2`′ + Ji+3 − 1,

and therefore (y + (−1)ε2i−1, i + 2) ∈ Xk−1. Consequently, {(x, i)} = N((y, i + 1)) \ Xk−1, and this
implies

Xk(i) ⊇
{

(x, i) : 2i` 6 x 6 2i`+ Ji+1 − 1 for some `
}
.

To prove the converse, consider (x, i) with

2i`+ Ji+1 6 x 6 2i(`+ 1)− 1.

and ` = 2`′ + ε as before. We have

N((x, i)) ∩ S(r)
i+1 = {(x, i+ 1), (x+ (−1)ε2i, i+ 1)}.

If (x, i+ 1) ∈ Xk−1 then

• (x+ 2i+1, i+ 2) ∈ N((x, i+ 1)) \Xk−1 if ` ≡ 0 or 1 (mod 4), and

• (x, i+ 2) ∈ N((x, i+ 1)) \Xk−1 if ` ≡ 2 or 3 (mod 4).

Similarly, if (x+ (−1)ε2i, i+ 1) ∈ Xk−1 then ` is odd and

• (x+ 2i+1, i+ 2) ∈ N((x, i+ 1)) \Xk−1 if ` ≡ 1 (mod 4), and

• (x, i+ 2) ∈ N((x, i+ 1)) \Xk−1 if ` ≡ 3 (mod 4).

In all cases it follows that (x, i) 6∈ Xk, and this concludes the proof.

Lemma 3. For k ∈ {0, 1, . . . , r}, Xr+k = Xr+k(0) ∪Xr+k(1) ∪ · · · ∪Xr+k(r) with

Xr+k(i) =

{
V

(r)
i for i ∈ {0, . . . , k},
Xr(i) for i ∈ {k + 1, k + 2, . . . , r}.
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Proof. We proceed by induction on k. For k = 0, there is nothing to do since Xr = Xr(1)∪Xr(2)∪ . . .∪
Xr(r)∪V0(r), which is true by Lemma 2. Let k > 1 and set i = k. By (4), we have Xr+k(j) = Xr+k−1(j)
for all j 6= i. By induction, this implies

Xr+k(j) = V
(r)
j for j ∈ {0, 1, . . . , k − 1}

Xr+k(j) = Xr(j) for j ∈ {k + 1, . . . , r − 1},

and it remains to be shown that
Xr+k(k) = V

(r)
k .

Let (x, i) be an arbitrary element of V
(r)
k . If 2i+1` 6 x 6 2i+1` + Ji+1 − 1 and 2i+1` + 2i 6 x 6

2i+1`+ 2i + Ji+1 − 1 for some integer `, then (x, i) ∈ Xr−k ⊆ Xr+k. Otherwise

2i+1`+ 2i + Ji+1 − 1 6 x 6 2i+1`+ 2i

for some integer `. By induction, the vertex (y, i− 1) with y = x− 2i−1 is in Xr+k−1 because y ∈ V (r)
k−1.

More precisely,
2i+1`+ 2i + Ji+1 − 1− 2i−1 6 y 6 2i+1`+ 2i − 2i−1.

Let `′ = 2`− ε with ε ∈ {0, 1}. The neighbourhood of (y, i− 1) is

N((y, i− 1)) =

{
{(y, i), (x, i)} if k = 1,

{(y, i), (x, i), (y, i− 2), (y + (−1)ε2i−2, i− 2)} if k > 1.

Now (y, i− 2), (y + (−1)ε2i−2, i− 2) ∈ Xr+k−1. Using (2), we have

2i`′ + 2i + Ji+1 − 1− 2i−1 6 y 6 2i`′ + 2i − 2i−1.

and therefore (y, i) ∈ Xr+k−1. Consequently, {(x, i)} = N((y, i− 1)) \Xr+k−1, and this implies

Xr+k(i) = V
(r)
k .

Combining Lemmas 2 and 3, we have proved that S(r) is indeed a zero forcing set for BF(r).

Lemma 4. For every r > 1, S(r) is a zero forcing set for the butterfly network BF(r).

From Lemmas 1 and 4 we obtain an upper bound for the zero forcing number of the butterfly network.

Proposition 1. For every r > 1, Z (BF(r)) 6
1

9
[(3r + 7)2r + 2(−1)r].

4 The lower bound for Z(BF(r))

By (1), the corank of the adjacency matrix of a graph G provides a lower bound for the zero forcing
number of G, and consequently we can conclude the proof of Theorem 1 by establishing the following
result.

Proposition 2. Let F be a field, and let Ar denote the adjacency matrix of BF(r) over F . Then

rank(Ar) 6 (r + 1)2r − 1

9
[(3r + 7)2r + 2(−1)r] =

2

9
[(3r + 1)2r − (−1)r] .

We will prove this by verifying that the rows corresponding to vertices in S(r) are linear combinations
of the rows corresponding to vertices in the complement of S(r). For this purpose it turns out to be
convenient to number the vertices recursively as indicated in Figure 3. Formally this vertex numbering
is given by a bijection f : {0, 1, 2, . . .}2 → {1, 2, 3, . . .} defined as follows. For a positive integer x, let
ρ(x) be the unique integer such that 2ρx−1 6 i < 2ρ(x). In addition, let ρ(0) = −1. Then

f(x, i) =

{
i2i + i+ 1 if i > ρ(x),

ρ(x)2ρ(x)−1 + f
(
x− 2ρ(x)−1, i

)
if i < ρ(x).

(6)

5



With respect to the vertex numbering given by (6) the adjacency matrices for BF(1) and BF(2) are

A1 =


0 0 1 1
0 0 1 1
1 1 0 0
1 1 0 0

 , A2 =



0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0
1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0
0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 1

10 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0



,

and in general, Ar has the structure illustrated in Figure 4 where I is the identity matrix of size 2r−1 ×
2r−1.

Figure 3: The butterfly network BF(3).

Ar−1

Ar−1

0

0

0

0 0

0

I
I

I
I

I I

I I

Figure 4: The structure of the adjacency
matrix of the butterfly graph.

Using the vertex numbering given by (6) the upper bound construction for a zero forcing set S(r) ∈
V (BF(r)) can be written recursively as S(1) = {1, 3} and

S(r) = S(r−1) ∪
{
i+ r2r−1 : i ∈ S(r−1), i 6 (r − 1)2r−1

}
∪ {r2r + 1, . . . , r2r + Jr+1} (7)

for r > 2. In order to prove that S(r) is a minimum zero forcing set for BF(r) it is sufficient to

show that every row i ∈ S(r) of Ar can be written as a linear combination of the rows in S
(r)

=
{1, . . . , (r + 1)2r} \ S(r). We proceed by induction on r. Let Ar(i) denote the i-th row of Ar. The
induction base is provided by checking the cases r = 1 and r = 2. For S(1) = {1, 3}, we have

A1(1) = A1(2), (8)

A1(3) = A1(4), (9)

6



and for S(2) = {1, 5, 3, 9, 10, 11} we have

A2(1) = A2(2), (10)

A2(5) = A2(6), (11)

A2(3) = A2(4) +A2(7)−A2(8), (12)

A2(9) = A2(2) +A2(6)−A2(12), (13)

A2(10) = A2(12), (14)

A2(11) = A2(2) +A2(6)−A2(12).. (15)

The next two lemmas follow directly from the recursive structure illustrated in Figure 4.

Lemma 5. If i 6 (r − 1)2r−1 and

Ar−1(i) =
∑
j∈K+

Ar−1(j)−
∑
j∈K−

Ar−1(j) for some K+,K− ⊆ S(r−1)
,

then

Ar(i) =
∑
j∈K+

Ar(j)−
∑
j∈K−

Ar(j) and

Ar
(
i+ r2r−1

)
=
∑
j∈K′+

Ar(j)−
∑
j∈K′−

Ar(j)

where K+,K− ⊆ S(r)
and K ′ε = {j + r2r−1 : j ∈ Kε} ⊆ S(r)

for ε ∈ {+,−}.

Lemma 6. If (r − 1)2r−1 + 1 6 i 6 (r − 1)2r−1 + Jr and

Ar−1(i) =
∑
j∈K+

Ar−1(j)−
∑
j∈K−

Ar−1(j) for some K+,K− ⊆ S(r−1)
,

then
Ar(i) =

∑
j∈K′+

Ar(j)−
∑
j∈K′−

Ar(j)

where

K ′+ = K+ ∪
{
j + r2r−1 : j ∈ K−

}
∪
{
i+ r2r−1

}
⊆ S(r)

,

K ′− = K− ∪
{
j + r2r−1 : j ∈ K+

}
⊆ S(r)

.

Lemmas 5 and 6 take care of the first two components in the recursion for S(r) in (7). It remains to
check the rows r2r + i for i ∈ {1, . . . , Jr+1}. For Jr−1 + 1 6 i 6 2r−1 the required linear dependence

is Ar (r2r + i) = Ar
(
r2r + i+ 2r−1

)
, because i + 2r−1 > Jr+1 and therefore r2r + i + 2r−1 ∈ S(r)

. For
i > 2r−1 we have i 6 2r−1 + Jr−1 and Ar(r2

r + i) = Ar(r2
r + i− 2r−1), and consequently it is sufficient

to consider i ∈ {1, . . . , Jr−1}. The induction step for these cases will be from BF(r− 2) to BF(r), so we
have to take the recursion for the adjacency matrix one step further which is illustrated in Figure 5. The
basic idea is as follows. Let i ∈ {1, . . . , Jr−1}. Then (r− 2)2r−2 + i ∈ S(r−2), and by induction there are

sets K+, K−S
(r−2)

such that

Ar−2
(
(r − 2)2r−2 + i

)
=
∑
j∈K+

Ar−2(j)−
∑
j∈K−

Ar−2(j), (16)

or equivalently ∑
j∈K+

Ar−2(j)−
∑
j∈K′−

Ar−2(j), (17)

7



(r
−

1)2
r−

2
(3
r
−

1
)2
r−

2
(3
r

+
4)2

r−
2

I I

I I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I I

I I

I I

I I

I

I

I

I

0

0 Ar−2

Ar−2

0

0 Ar−2

Ar−2

0 0 0

0

0
0

0

(r − 2)2r−2

(r − 1)2r−2

(2r − 3)2r−2

(r − 1)2r−1

r2r−1

(3r − 2)2r−2

(3r − 1)2r−2

(4r − 3)2r−2

(2r − 1)2r−1

r2r

(2r + 1)2r−1

(r + 1)2r

Figure 5: The second level of the recursion for Ar.

where K ′− = K−∪
{

(r − 2)2r−2 + i
}

. This is a linear dependence of the rows of Ar−2 with coefficients in
{1,−1} and involving exactly one of the rows (r−2)2r−2+1, . . . , (r−2)2r−2+Jr−1, namely (r−2)2r−2+i.
Putting K = K+ ∪K ′− we have

K ∩
{

(r − 2)2r−2 + 1, . . . , (r − 2)2r−2 + Jr−1
}

=
{

(r − 2)2r−2 + i
}
. (18)

We now translate the |K| rows in this linear dependence by (r− 1)2r−2 and (3r− 1)2r−2 as indicated in
Figure 5. The combination of the 2|K| translated rows is a {0, 1,−1}-vector x which has all its nonzero
entries in columns with indices in {(r − 1)2r−1 + 1, . . . , r2r−1} ∪ {(2r − 1)2r−1 + 1, . . . , r2r}, and has
xk = 1 for k ∈

{
(r − 1)2r−1 + i, (2r − 1)2r−1 + i

}
which are the one-entries of the row Ar(r2

r + i).
Finally we use some of the rows r2r + Jr+1 + 1,. . . , (r+ 1)2r with the appropriate sign to eliminate the
other nonzero entries of x.
More precisely, we define K̃ = K̃+ ∪ K̃− ⊆ {1, . . . , (r+ 1)2r} with K̃+ = K̃+

1 ∪ K̃
+
2 and K̃− = K̃−1 ∪ K̃

−
2

where

K̃+
1 =

{
j + (r − 1)2r−2 : j ∈ K ′−

}
∪
{
j + (3r − 1)2r−2 : j ∈ K ′−

}
(19)

K̃−1 =
{
j + (r − 1)2r−2 : j ∈ K+

}
∪
{
j + (3r − 1)2r−2 : j ∈ K+

}
(20)

K̃+
2 =

{
j + (3r + 4)2r−2 : j ∈ K+ with j > (r − 2)2r−2

}
∪
{
j + (3r + 5)2r−2 : j ∈ K+ with j > (r − 2)2r−2

}
. (21)

K̃−2 =
{
j + (3r + 4)2r−2 : j ∈ K− with j > (r − 2)2r−2

}
∪
{
j + (3r + 5)2r−2 : j ∈ K ′− with j > (r − 2)2r−2

}
. (22)

The construction of K̃ is illustrated for r = 4 and i = 1 in Figure 6. The next two lemmas state that K̃

8



Figure 6: The construction of K̃ for r = 4 and i = 1. Here K+ = {2, 6}, K ′− = {9, 12}, K̃−1 =
{14, 18, 46, 50}, K̃+

1 = {21, 24, 53, 56}, K̃−2 = {76, 77, 80}, K ′′+2 = ∅.

has the required properties.

Lemma 7. Let r > 3, i ∈ {1, . . . , Jr−1}, suppose K ⊆ S
(r−2)

satisfies (16), and define K̃ by (19)

to (22). Then K̃ ⊆ S(r)
.

Proof. Note that by construction

K̃1 = K̃+
1 ∪ K̃

−
1 ⊆

[
(r − 1)2r−2 + 1, (r − 1)2r−1

]
∪
[
(3r − 1)2r−2 + 1, (2r − 1)2r−1

]
. (23)

Suppose there is an element j ∈ K such that k = j + (r − 1)2r−1 ∈ K̃1 ∩ S(r). Using (7), we obtain

k ∈ S(r) = S(r−1) ∪
{
p+ r2r−1 : p ∈ S(r−1), p 6 (r − 1)2r−1

}
∪ {r2r + 1, . . . , r2r + Jr+1}

=⇒ k ∈ S(r−1) = S(r−2) ∪
{
p+ (r − 1)2r−2 : p ∈ S(r−2), p 6 (r − 2)2r−2

}
∪
{

(r − 1)2r−2 + 1, . . . , (r − 1)2r−1 + Jr
}

=⇒ k = p+ (r − 1)2r−2 for some p ∈ S(r−2) with p 6 (r − 2)2r−2,

which contradicts the assumption that j ∈ K ⊆ S(r−2) ∪ {(r − 2)2r−2 + i}. Similarly, for k = j + (3r −
1)2r−1 ∈ K̃1 ∩ S(r) we obtain

k ∈ S(r) = S(r−1) ∪
{
p+ r2r−1 : p ∈ S(r−1), p 6 (r − 1)2r−1

}
∪ {r2r + 1, . . . , r2r + Jr+1}

=⇒ k = p+ r2r−1 for some p ∈ S(r−1) with p 6 (r − 1)2r−1

=⇒ k = q + (r − 1)2r−2 for some q ∈ S(r−2) with q 6 (r − 2)2r−2,

where we use k > (3r−1)2r−2 for the last implication. Again we obtain a contradiction to the assumption

that j ∈ K ⊆ S
(r−2) ∪ {(r − 2)2r−2 + i}. Finally, the elements of K̃2 = K̃+

2 ∪ K̃
−
2 are in S

(r)
since for

j ∈ K+ ∪K− we have

j > (r − 2)2r−2 =⇒ j > (r − 2)2r−2 + Jr−1 =⇒ j + (3r + 4)2r−2 > r2r + 2r−1 + Jr−1 = 2r + Jr+1,

and for j ∈ K ′,

j > (r − 2)2r−2 =⇒ j + (3r + 5)2r−2 > r2r + 2r−1 + 2r−2 > r2r + Jr+1,

and this concludes the proof of the lemma.
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Lemma 8. Let r > 3, i ∈ {1, . . . , Jr−1}, suppose K+,K− ⊆ S
(r−2)

satisfy (16), and define K̃+ and
K̃− by (19) to (22). Then

Ar (r2r + i) =
∑
j∈K̃+

Ar(j)−
∑
j∈K̃−

Ar(j). (24)

Proof. Setting

x =
∑
j∈K̃+

1

Ar(j)−
∑
j∈K̃−1

Ar(j), y = Ar(r2
r + i)−

∑
j∈K̃+

2

Ar(j) +
∑
j∈K̃−2

Ar(j)

equation (24) is equivalent to x = y. From (23) and (16) it follows that

supp(x) ⊆
[
(r − 1)2r−1 + 1, r2r−1

]
∪
[
(2r − 1)2r−1 + 1, r2r

]
,

and by construction, for every j ∈ {1, . . . , 2r−2},

x
(
(r − 1)2r−1 + j

)
= x

(
(r − 1)2r−1 + 2r−2 + j

)
= x

(
(2r − 1)2r−1 + j

)
= x

(
(2r − 1)2r−1 + 2r−2 + j

)
.

Denoting this value by x̃(j), we have

x̃(j) =


1 if (r − 2)2r−2 + j ∈ K ′−,
−1 if (r − 2)2r−2 + j ∈ K+,

0 otherwise.

(25)

From (21) and (22) it follows that

K̃+
2 ∪ K̃

−
2 ∪

{
(2r + 1)2r−1 + i

}
⊆
[
(2r + 1)2r+1 + 1, (r + 1)2r

]
,

and therefore
supp(y) ⊆

[
(r − 1)2r−1 + 1, r2r−1

]
∪
[
(2r − 1)2r−1 + 1, r2r

]
,

After replacing Ar (r2r + i) by Ar
(
r2r + 2r−1 + i

)
(which we can do since the two rows are equal), the

rows contributing to y come in pairs
(
j, j + 2r−2

)
where both rows in each pair have the same sign in

y. Therefore

y
(
(r − 1)2r−1 + j

)
= y

(
(r − 1)2r−1 + 2r−2 + j

)
= y

(
(2r − 1)2r−1 + j

)
= y

(
(2r − 1)2r−1 + 2r−2 + j

)
.

Finally, for j ∈ {1, . . . , 2r−2} we have y
(
(r − 1)2r−1 + j

)
= 1 if and only if (2r + 1)2r−1 + j = j′ +

(3r + 4)2r−1 for some j′ ∈ K ′−, or equivalently j′ = (r − 2)2r−2 + j ∈ K ′−. Similarly, we have
y
(
(r − 1)2r−1 + j

)
= −1 if and only if j′ = (r − 2)2r−2 + j ∈ K+, and comparing this with (25) we

conclude x = y, as required.

Proof of Proposition 1. The statement follows by induction with base (8)–(15), using Lemmas 5, 6, 7
and 8 for the induction step.

Finally, Theorem 1 is a consequence of Propositions 1 and 2.

5 Additional comments

For a graph G = (V,E) and a zero-forcing set S ⊆ V , the propagation time pt(S) has been defined in [14]
as the length m of the increasing sequence S = S0 ( S1 ⊆ · · · ( Sm = V , where

Si = Si−1 ∪ {w : {w} = N(v) ∩ Si−1 for some v ∈ Si−1} for i = 1, 2 . . . .

The propagation time of pt(G) of the graph G is the minimum of the propagation times pt(S) over all
minimum zero-forcing sets S. The construction in Section 3 gives the upper bound pt(BF(r)) 6 2r, and
we leave it as an open problem to determine the propagation time of BF(r). A concept closely related
to zero-forcing is power domination which was introduced in [12]. A vertex set S ⊆ V is called power
dominating if the closed neighbourhood N [S] = S ∪ {w : vw ∈ E for some v ∈ S} is a zero forcing set.
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It was shown in [4] that Z(G)/∆ provides a lower bound for the size of a power dominating set in G
where ∆ is the maximum degree of G. This implies that the power domination number of the butterfly
network BF(r), i.e., the minimum size of a power pominating set, is at least⌈

1

36
[(3r + 7)2r + 2(−1)r]

⌉
.

This bound does not appear to be tight and we leave for future work the problems of finding the power
domination number of the butterfly network as well as its power propagation time which is defined in [11]
as

ppt(G) = 1 + min{pt (N [S]) : S is a minimum power dominating set in G}.

References

[1] AIM Minimum Rank – Special Graphs Work Group. Zero forcing sets and the minimum rank of
graphs. Linear Algebra and its Applications, 428(7):1628–1648, 2008.

[2] F. Barioli, W. Barrett, S. M. Fallat, H. T. Hall, L. Hogben, B. Shader, P. van den Driessche, and
H. van der Holst. Zero forcing parameters and minimum rank problems. Linear Algebra and its
Applications, 433(2):401–411, 2010.

[3] F. Barioli, W. Barrett, S. M. Fallat, H. T. Hall, L. Hogben, B. Shader, P. van den Driessche, and
H. van der Holst. Parameters related to tree-width, zero forcing, and maximum nullity of a graph.
Journal of Graph Theory, 72(2):146–177, 2012.

[4] K. F. Benson, D. Ferrero, M. Flagg, V. Furst, L. Hogben, V. Vasilevska, and B. Wissman. Power
domination and zero forcing. arXiv:1510.02421, 2015.

[5] A. Berman, S. Friedland, L. Hogben, U. G. Rothblum, and B. Shader. An upper bound for the
minimum rank of a graph. Linear Algebra and its Applications, 429(7):1629–1638, 2008.

[6] C. J. Edholm, L. Hogben, M. Huynh, J. LaGrange, and D. D. Row. Vertex and edge spread of
zero forcing number, maximum nullity, and minimum rank of a graph. Linear Algebra and its
Applications, 436(12):4352–4372, 2012. Special Issue on Matrices Described by Patterns.

[7] L. Eroh, C. X. Kang, and E. Yi. A comparison between the metric dimension and zero forcing
number of trees and unicyclic graphs. arXiv:1408.5943, 2014.

[8] L. Eroh, C. X. Kang, and E. Yi. Metric dimension and zero forcing number of two families of line
graphs. Mathematica Bohemica, 139(3):467–483, 2014.

[9] S. Fallat and L. Hogben. Minimum rank, maximum nullity, and zero forcing number of graphs.
In L. Hogben, editor, Handbook of Linear Algebra, Discrete Mathematics and its Applications,
chapter 46, pages 775–810. CRC Press, 2013.

[10] S. M. Fallat and L. Hogben. The minimum rank of symmetric matrices described by a graph: A
survey. Linear Algebra and its Applications, 426(2-3):558–582, 2007.

[11] D. Ferrero, L. Hogben, F. H. J. Kenter, and M. Young. Power propagation time and lower bounds
for power domination number. arXiv:1512.06413, 2015.

[12] T. W. Haynes, S. M. Hedetniemi, S. T. Hedetniemi, and M. A. Henning. Domination in graphs
applied to electric power networks. SIAM J. Discrete Math., 15(4):519–529, 2002.

[13] L. Hogben, W. Barrett, J. Grout, H. van der Holst, K. Rasmussen, and A. Smith.
AIM minimum rank graph catalog, 2016. http://admin.aimath.org/resources/graph-
invariants/minimumrankoffamilies/#/cuig.

[14] L. Hogben, M. Huynh, N. Kingsley, S. Meyer, S. Walker, and M. Young. Propagation time for zero
forcing on a graph. Discrete Applied Mathematics, 160(13-14):1994–2005, 2012.

11

http://arxiv.org/abs/1510.02421
http://arxiv.org/abs/1408.5943
http://arxiv.org/abs/1512.06413
http://admin.aimath.org/resources/graph-invariants/minimumrankoffamilies/#/cuig
http://admin.aimath.org/resources/graph-invariants/minimumrankoffamilies/#/cuig


[15] L.-H. Huang, G. J. Chang, and H.-G. Yeh. On minimum rank and zero forcing sets of a graph.
Linear Algebra and its Applications, 432(11):2961–2973, 2010.

[16] F. T. Leighton. Introduction to Parallel Algorithms and Architectures: Array, Trees, Hypercubes.
Morgan Kaufmann Publishers Inc., San Francisco, CA, USA, 1992.

[17] L. Lu, B. Wu, and Z. Tang. Proof of a conjecture on the zero forcing number of a graph.
arXiv:1507.01364, 2015.

[18] S. Severini. Nondiscriminatory propagation on trees. Journal of Physics A: Mathematical and
Theoretical, 41(48):482002, 2008.

12

http://arxiv.org/abs/1507.01364

	1 Introduction
	2 Notation and main result
	3 The upper bound for Z(`39`42`"613A``45`47`"603ABF(r))
	4 The lower bound for Z(`39`42`"613A``45`47`"603ABF(r))
	5 Additional comments

